Friends of Croham Hurst Woods

We aim to support and promote the preservation of Croham Hurst Woods and its flora and fauna for the enjoyment of the community
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Chair’s Report (Councillor Maria Gatland)
I have had so many positive comments about the removal of another large area of invasive
holly from Croham Hurst Woods. The Friends were very pleased to provide a donation to this
work along with the Council's contribution from the Forestry Commission Grant. I know
Croydon Council is very grateful for the continued financial support from Friends and I am
very grateful for the support of our members. The removal of the holly has huge beneficial
effects on the Hurst bringing light, warmth and regeneration.
Sadly this is not the case for the view from the top of the Hurst that has been obscured over
many years by unchecked growth. Generations of local residents have walked to the top to
take in the once panoramic views and the bench funded by the Friends is still a very popular
place to sit and admire the sunset or sunrise over South Croydon and Purley. At our last
AGM I promised to see what I could do as it has long been a priority of mine. I now have
quotes through the Council's Forestry Commission Advisor and we expect to go ahead with
the work to gradually restore the once wonderful view.
The weather has always played a big part in the life of Croham Hurst Woods. I am sure many
of us remember the devastation of the 1987 hurricane but it is hot dry weather that spells
real danger for the Hurst. It brings out groups often young people who camp out in the
Hurst and set fires. Early in the summer during the hot spell we had numerous fires and
numerous call outs to the London Fire Brigade who came out on every single call and deserve
our thanks and respect. Fires are a particular danger in the Hurst because if they are not
put out they can continue to burn underground. Please do think before setting a fire in the
Hurst, it is of course illegal but it's a real danger to people, animals and the woods.
Some of you may have seen the notices put up in the Hurst by Croham Safer Neighbourhood
Police Team about anti social behaviour. This year there has been many reports to them and
to me about selling and taking drugs in the Hurst and on the edge of Croham Hurst Golf
Club by groups of young people. Laughing gas canisters, litter and fires are left for others to
clear up. Croham SNT patrol regularly there, often in plain clothes, and I hope they have
had some success in dealing with this anti social behaviour. Their notices have been pulled
down so I will contact them about putting up more.
Litter and cycling continue to be a problem, both damage the environment in the Hurst. We
are lucky to have such a beautiful place in our local area, please don't ruin it by littering and
don't damage the fragile surface by cycling except on the Bridleway, the only place it is
permitted.
One of the most bizarre cases of fly tipping on the edge of the Hurst was a load of fish.
Noticing the smell many thought it was a decomposing animal but when it continued and
was so bad you could smell it from the top of Wynchelsey Rise I asked the Council to
investigate again. Decaying fish and putrefying liquid had to be cleared by the Council.
A Health and Safety Inspection has been carried out in Croham Hurst Woods. That is good
news as there are so many diseases now affecting our trees in this country and we need to be
vigilant. I am waiting for the report but the red dots or numbers on the trees denote either
remedial works or removal. The safety of people using the Hurst is also a priority.
Although we have some problems most people who walk in the Hurst love and care for it. It
is ancient woodland a site of special scientific interest and of national importance. For those
of use who walk there daily it a place of beauty, peace and solace, a place to admire the trees

and plants and see all kinds of birds and animals all within the sight of Croydon's skyline. A
big thank you to so many people who help to care for our local treasure.
Please note I have moved house. I am still living in the middle of Croham ward that I
represent as a local councillor and Croham Hurst Woods is just a little closer to me! My new
address is below. I am waiting for my Council line to be installed so please contact me by
email if you can at maria.gatland@croydon.gov.uk

A springtime stroll with a floral focus (Ann Kellaway)

On Saturday 25 April 2015 Mathew Frith gave a walk and talk on Croham Hurst Woods.
This was a very interesting and inspiring walk – so many plants were pointed out to the
group, ones which we walk past every day and mostly ignore, and we can now give names to
most of them. Mathew was a most knowledgeable and informative guide and he made the
two and half hours pass very quickly. So now when you see people peering closely at plants
and trees as you walk on the Hurst, you will know that they had been on the walk. We are
hoping to have more walks in the future so please look out for dates.

Message from the Treasurer (Carrie Le)
A big thank you to all who have subscribed to the Friends during the past year. The new
financial year starts in November 2015 and so annual subscriptions are now due.

Annual General Meeting 2015
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF VENUE FROM PREVIOUS YEARS.

The AGM this year will be held on Tuesday 10th November 2015 in the Watney Room,
Emmanuel Church, Normanton Road. The Watney Room is just over the road from the
Church Hall. It is on the ground floor with disabled access that should make it much easier
for any members with mobility problems.
Our guest speaker will be Mark Stevenson who works for Historic England in his role as the
Archaeology Advisor for the South London area. Please come along to what promises to be a
very interesting evening.

Subscriptions If you wish to subscribe to the Friends of Croham Hurst Woods, please supply
the following:
Name
Address
Tel. No.
Subscription enclosed (£10 min), cheques payable to Friends of Croham Hurst Woods
Send to Councillor Maria Gatland, 33 Whitmead Close, South Croydon CR2 7AS
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Chair ...........................Councillor Maria Gatland
Treasurer ....................Carrie Le
Secretary .....................Ann Kellaway
Additional Members .....Nick Gill, David Coups

Website (Ann Kellaway)

www.friendsofcrohamhurstwoods.wordpress.com

