Friends of Croham Hurst Woods

We aim to support and promote the preservation of Croham Hurst Woods and its flora and fauna for the enjoyment of the community
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Chair’s Report (Councillor Maria Gatland)
I have noticed over the last few years how many young families now enjoy Croham Hurst
Woods and quite a number are new to our area. Croham Hurst Woods is a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Site of Metropolitan Importance for Nature
Conservation and Regionally Important Geological Site. Even more importantly it is a
place for people of Croydon to enjoy, that wasn’t always the case. The owners at the end
of the 1890s, The Whitgift Foundation, wanted to build on the lower slopes and enclose it
with a 7 foot high iron fence. In 1898 Croydon residents were so outraged at the
possible loss of the Hurst they held public mass meetings and a petition of over 7000
signatures was collected, quite incredible with no internet! I love the quote “ it can’t be
built on for all the working men of Croydon have sworn an oath not to lay a brick on it”.
In 1901 it was bought by Croydon Council for the people of Croydon.
It has always had passionate support and in 2002 along with two others I started the
Friends of Croham Hurst Woods. We have been delighted with the support of local
people since then. Their generous help has enabled us to put in Information Boards,
benches, clear hectares of invasive holly and much more. My favourite project was the
restoration of the historic view from the top of the Hurst from where in the 1930s you
could see planes take off from Croydon Airport. Our most recent projects included
clearing the holly on the Upper Selsdon Road side and opening up another “glimpse” of
the view from the top.
I would like to thank so many residents for responding to the proposal in Croydon’s
Local Plan to change the status of Croham Hurst Woods from Greenbelt to Metropolitan
Open Land. Sadly we have lost that battle as the Government Inspector agreed with the
Council and Croham Hurst Woods is now Metropolitan Open Land. I have been assured
that the protection is exactly the same. While there is no threat of building here I know
whatever happens in the future there will always be residents who are passionate about
this stunning ancient woodland. I hope some of the children who now enjoy the Woods
will be Friends of the future.
It is a place of peace and beauty. It is not a place to cycle which is only permitted on the
bridleway. The setting of fires is also illegal and poses a threat to walkers, wildlife and
the Hurst itself. We have so many dog walkers and others who clear litter, bottles and
cans every single day. Much of the litter is dangerous for the wonderful wildlife that
inhabit the Hurst.
Fly tipping around the edges of Croham Hurst Woods has always been a problem. I have
lost count of the number of fly tips I have asked the Council to remove. Residents
garden waste does not “help" the Hurst and, as a few have said to me, it damages it.
Over the last few months there have been two fly tips of builders rubbish in the Hurst.
The most recent was dumped by the fly tippers driving over the grass at Bankside past
the Information Board and up the slope in the middle of the afternoon! I am hopeful that
some information retrieved from this fly tip may lead to these fly tippers being caught.

For our AGM on November 14th 2017 we have a really interesting speaker. You may
have seen on BBC Countryfile recently a piece on the campaign to make London a
National Park City. Steve Pocock is their campaign coordinator. He is also co founder of
Tree Talk UK and WildHomesLondon. Do come along it promises to be fascinating.
Our work mornings are held on the last Saturday of the month. You will find the details
on our website at www.friendsofcrohamhurstwoods.wordpress.com

Message from the Treasurer (Carrie Le)
A big thank you to all who have subscribed to the Friends during the past year. The new
financial year starts in November 2017 and so annual subscriptions are now due.

Newsletter Delivery (Richard Kellaway)
As always many thanks to all those who deliver the newsletters. Your help is very much
appreciated. There is a vacancy at the present time to deliver 75 newsletters in Croham
Manor Road and Regents Close. If you are willing to help please contact Richard
Kellaway on 020 8657 4672 or at rekellaway@blueyonder.co.uk.

Website (Ann Kellaway) www.friendsofcrohamhurstwoods.wordpress.com
If anyone has any interesting facts about Croham Hurst or any photos please email them
to me at akellaway@blueyonder.co.uk and if they are suitable we will publish them on
the website.

Annual General Meeting 2017
The Annual General Meeting this year will be held at 7:30pm on Tuesday 14th November
2017 in the Watney Room, Emmanuel Church Hall, Normanton Road. The Watney Room
is just over the road from the Church Hall.
Our guest speaker will be Steve Pocock from the National Park City Foundation. The
Foundation is a newly registered charity that has been established to help make the
London National Park City a success. Please come along to what promises to be a very
interesting evening.

Committee
Chair ......................... Councillor Maria Gatland
Treasurer................... Carrie Le
Secretary ................... Ann Kellaway
Additional Members ...Nick Gill, David Coups

Subscriptions

If you wish to subscribe to the Friends of Croham Hurst Woods, please supply the
following:
Name
Address
Tel. No.
Subscription enclosed (£10 min), cheques payable to Friends of Croham Hurst Woods
Send to Councillor Maria Gatland, 33 Whitmead Close, South Croydon CR2 7AS
Tel. No. 020 8014 1327.
email: maria.gatland@croydon.gov.uk

