
Friends of Croham Hurst Woods 
We aim to support and promote the preservation of Croham Hurst Woods and its flora and fauna for the enjoyment of the community !

Newsletter No 27 October 2014 
Chair’s Report (Councillor Maria Gatland) 
Our highlight of the year was undoubtedly winning The Queens Award for Voluntary Service 
2014.  I was delighted when we were nominated and then shortlisted for the award.  I was 
interviewed about the work done by FCHW.  I was truly surprised and honoured to be 
informed by the Cabinet Office in early May that FCHWs had won this fantastic award.  
When I was informed I was unable to tell anyone until the news was released by the Cabinet 
Office on 2nd June 2014.  I was told this award is the equivalent of an MBE for voluntary 
groups and we can now use the logo on our newsletters and website.  A few of us were invited 
to a garden party at Buckingham Palace and that was a great day.  The presentation of The 
Queens Award for Voluntary Service will take place at our AGM on 12th November 2014 by a 
representative of Her Majesty.  I really hope you can join us as the award is the result of so 
much work and support by so many people over eleven years. 

Part of the reason we won the award is the number and scope of our regeneration projects 
from removing two hectares of invasive holly in partnership with the Council to the removal 
of over thirty years of scrub from the bank on Upper Selsdon road to my favourite project the 
recreation of the meadow shown on old maps.  Once again we will be contributing to funding 
the removal of more invasive holly this autumn.  This project will be managed by the Council 
through its forestry advisor and will be funded by a Forestry Commission grant.  I really don’t 
think there can be any doubt about the benefits of this work as the light and warmth has 
brought regeneration to Croham Hurst Woods.   

During our bat walk in August our guide from the London Bat Group commented positively 
on the visible regeneration and our work, it has encouraged fungi where insects feed and in 
turn provides food for the bats.  Just one benefit in a long list.  It is no secret that I feel 
strongly that we should seek to restore the view from the top of the Hurst now almost 
obscured by the growth on the slopes.  If you look at old photos in the archives you can see 
what has been lost.  The climb to the top of the Hurst to admire the views was often a family 
outing at the weekend.  Many residents have spoken to me about the loss of the view. 

After such a horrible wet start to the year we have had a marvellous summer and early 
autumn.  One of the downsides for the Hurst in a hot year is that some young people camp 
out and light fires.  Fires here can be lethal going underground and continuing to burn with 
potential disastrous consequences for the Hurst.  Camping, littering and setting fires are not 
permitted here.  Cycling too is only permitted on the bridleway that runs alongside the golf 
course, please don’t damage the Hurst by riding anywhere else.  A group of early dog walkers 
did a great job calling the Fire Brigade and Police and cleaning up the litter left behind.  
Croham Hurst Woods is such a special place in every way, a Site of Special Scientific Interest 
and of national importance.  As a local community we are very lucky to have this wonderful 
ancient woodland on our doorstep.  Let’s do all we can to care for it. 

Bat Walk (Ann Kellaway) 
A bat walk was organised on Sunday 17 August 2014 at 8pm.  It proved to be a very 
interesting and informative event and Alison Fure of the London Bat Group who led the 
walk was an excellent guide.  She was extremely  knowledgeable and had spent a 
considerable amount of time in the wood before the walk getting to know the area and the 
likely places where we would be able to see and hear the bats.  She provided us with bat 
detectors and we were able to hear the bats calling.  The most common bat was the 
pipistrelle and below is an extract from the London Bat Group's web page. 



"These tiny animals weigh about 4 to 6 grams, have a wingspan of 19 to 25cm and eat 
midges, mosquitoes and other small insects that they catch and eat on the wing.  A single 
pipistrelle can eat up to 3000 midges, caddis flies, mosquitoes and other similar small 
insects in a night.  The pipistrelle is the most common species of bat in Britain, and mostly 
roosts in houses under eaves and soffit boards which means that their roosts are found more 
often than other species. 

They can be seen after dusk as they leave their roosts or where they feed in woodland, over 
water, along hedgerows and even over gardens in almost every part of London. The pipistrelle 
has been recently recognised as consisting of two separate species (Pipistrellus pipistrellus 
and P. pygmaeus) after research into population, genetics and habits, and a third rare 
species Pipistrellus nathusii is now known to breed in the UK.  All three are present in 
Greater London and the London Bat Group intends to determine their distributions." 

Message from the Treasurer (Ted Budden) 
A big thank you to all who have paid a subscription for the 2013/2014 year.  The new 
financial year starts in November 2014 and so annual subscriptions will be due shortly.  We 
are still looking for a numerate volunteer to take over the role of treasurer and so any one 
willing to take up the challenge should contact Councillor Maria Gatland on 020 8405 6718 
or email Maria.Gatland@croydon.gov.uk 

Newsletter Delivery (Richard Kellaway) 
Many thanks to all the volunteers who deliver the newsletter.  However we are still looking for 
more volunteers to help with this activity and in particular we need volunteers for the 
following roads:- Arkwright Road, Harewood Road, Rayleigh Rise, Sandhurst Way, Sandhurst 
Close, Essenden Road.  If you are able and willing to help please contact Richard Kellaway at  
rekellaway@blueyonder.co.uk. 

Annual General Meeting 2014 
The AGM this year will be held at 7:30pm on Wednesday 12th November 2014 in Emmanuel 
Church Hall, Rockhampton Road.  There will be a presentation of The Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Service and our guest speaker will be Mathew Frith of London Wildlife Trust.  
Mathew is well known locally and so please come along to what promises to be a very 
compelling evening. 

Subscriptions If you wish to subscribe to the Friends of Croham Hurst Woods, please supply 
the following: 
Name 
Address 
Tel. No. 
Subscription enclosed (£10 min), cheques payable to Friends of Croham Hurst Woods 
Send to Councillor Maria Gatland, Floral House, 238 Selsdon Road, South Croydon CR2 7AA 
Tel.No. 020 8405 6718 !
Committee 
Chair Councillor Maria Gatland ...........................
Treasurer Ted Budden ....................
Secretary Ann Kellaway .....................
Additional Members Richard Kellaway, David Coups .....!
Website (Ann Kellaway)  www.friendsofcrohamhurstwoods.wordpress.com


