
Friends of Croham Hurst Woods 
We aim to support and promote the preservation of Croham Hurst Woods and its flora and fauna for the enjoyment of the community 

Newsletter No 37 October 2019 
Chair’s Report (Councillor Maria Gatland) 
So much research now shows the healing powers of simply being in a green space. For 

many who walk and enjoy Croham Hurst Woods it brings a feeling of calm and 
wellbeing. In the ups and downs of life it has always been an essential part of my day 

particularly in a year that has been difficult and sad for me, nature always heals and 
renews. We are so lucky to have such a wonderful place on our doorstep and I know 

many of you help to care for it on a daily basis. In these times of intensive 

development and climate change, Croham Hurst Woods is more precious than ever. 

Photographs of the terrible fire that destroyed a good part of the scarce heathland on 

top of the Hurst still shock. There were a few call outs to the Fire Brigade earlier this 
year. In one a couple of young people were burning school notes on top of the Hurst. 

When you think of the passion and commitment of so many young people leading the 

campaign to fight climate change it is depressing we cannot get the message out to a 
few. Lighting fires in Croham Hurst Woods is not allowed and is an offence, it is 

dangerous for people, animals, trees and plants. If you see a fire call 999 and please 
stay to direct the Fire Brigade to the fire. 

For a while it looked like the heather would not renew but a couple of months ago we 

saw signs of regrowth and that has continued, very positive news that cheered us all 
up. The fencing that the Council put up has helped by keeping people to the path and 

large animals away. Following the fire the Council suggested that the Friends pay 
£3000 for fencing to encircle the area. However both the committee and members at 

our Annual General Meeting felt that it was too expensive and our funds would be 

better spent on other projects. In the event the Council funded the fencing currently 
on the top of the Hurst and it has helped the heather renewal. 

On some of our workdays we have cut back invasive bracken and removed any 
saplings and bramble to encourage heather regrowth. This work will continue in the 

autumn and if you would like to help please join us on our work mornings on the last 

Saturday of most months. Just a couple of hours make a big difference and the details 
are on our website. 

With the strong support of the Forestry Advisor to Croydon Council the Friends will 
fund the removal of more holly. When you remember how dark and enclosed the Hurst 

was before these works started the light and warmth that now streams into the Hurst 

bringing renewal and biodiversity is wonderful to see. Again the Friends will fund the 
use of the machine that scrapes and rolls up the ground the only method that we have 

found successful in dealing with holly regrowth. Following a meeting with the Forestry 
Advisor recently, he has agreed to fund, through Forestry Commission Funding, the 

removal of some of the bracken on the top of the Hurst to encourage the renewal of the 

heathland. Our thanks to Simon Levy for all his help and support. 

Sadly one of benches we funded for our meadow area has been stolen. We will discuss 

replacing it and how to protect it at our next committee meeting. We used to have two 
but the former bench was vandalised. It was lovely to sit there in the sunshine 

enjoying the bees, butterflies and lizards that abound after our clearance way back in 

2004. So many residents do so much for Croham Hurst Woods and we should not 



allow the actions of a few to discourage us. I hope all of us will continue to care for 

Croham Hurst Woods. 

South Croydon Allotments Open Day (Ann Kellaway) 
We would like to thank the members of the Allotments Committee for their very generous 

donation of £350 from the proceeds of their Open Day. It was a very well run event with 
enormous amounts of vegetables and flowers for sale together with a bric-a-brac stall and a 

barbecue. We had a Friends' stand and we were able to hand out leaflets and information 

about our group. 

Message from the Treasurer (Carrie Hay) 
A big thank you to all who have subscribed to the Friends during the year. The new 

financial year starts in November 2019 and so annual subscriptions are now due.  

Newsletter Delivery (Richard Kellaway) 
As always many thanks indeed to all those who deliver the newsletters. Your help is very 

much appreciated. Currently there are vacancies to deliver 75 newsletters in Croham Valley 

Road/Ballards Farm/Ballards Rise, 15 newsletters in Manor Gardens and 30 newsletters in 
Morley Road, and other vacancies do occur from time to time. If you are willing to help and/

or willing to receive your newsletter by email, please contact Richard Kellaway on 020 8657 
4672 or at rekellaway@blueyonder.co.uk 

Website (Ann Kellaway) www.friendsofcrohamhurstwoods.com 
Thank you to all those who have sent in photographs for the website and please keep them 

coming. 

Annual General Meeting 2019 
The Annual General Meeting will be held at 7:30pm on Tuesday 12th November 2019 in the 

Watney Room, Emmanuel Church Hall, Normanton Road. The Watney Room is just over the 
road from the Church Hall. 

Our guest speaker will be Mathew Frith, Director of Conservation at the London Wildlife 

Trust. Please come along to what promises to be a very interesting evening. 

Committee 
Chair Councillor Maria Gatland .........................
Treasurer Carrie Hay ...................
Secretary Ann Kellaway ...................
Additional Members Nick Gill, David Coups ...

Subscriptions  
If you wish to subscribe to the Friends of Croham Hurst Woods, please supply the following: 
Name 

Address 
Tel. No.  

Subscription enclosed (£10 min), cheques payable to Friends of Croham Hurst Woods 
Send to Councillor Maria Gatland, 33 Whitmead Close, South Croydon CR2 7AS 
Tel. No. 020 8407 1327.  
email: maria.gatland@croydon.gov.uk


