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Chair’s Annual Report (Councillor Maria Gatland) 
I started the Friends of Croham Hurst woods way back in 2002 along with my late 

husband and a friend. The three of us were concerned about the lack of attention and 
focus from the Council for a beautiful place that was 
also a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and was 
also greenbelt. Since then through the generosity, 
energy and hard work of members we have helped to 
improve Croham Hurst Woods. The Information Boards, 
benches and many projects have been funded through 
the Friends.  

Some of my favourite projects have included the 
restoration of the historic view 

from the top and the meadow shown on old maps. We have also 
in the past match funded with the Forestry Commission to 
remove some of the invasive holly and the increased light and 
sunlight has transformed the Hurst. It is fascinating to see the 
spread of heather across the top of the Hurst since the removal. 
Croydon Council owns and has responsibility for Croham Hurst 
Woods. However because of its SSSI status the government 
body Natural England also has a role in managing Croham 
Hurst Woods. 

In June this year Natural England undertook a Site Check and 
I quote part of the report: “Overall the site is doing well and 
working towards a favourable condition.” On the holly removal 
in the north west of the site at the end of last year and into 
January of this year the report states: “At first glance it does look like quite a large 
area was worked on but the vast amount of holly in the woodland shows that removal 
and control is necessary.” 

In 2004 with the great support of the Downland Trust, we 
cleared lots of scrub to restore the meadow shown on old 
maps. I was really pleased with this sentence of the report: 
“The small meadow is looking good.” and lists some of the 
species present like columbine, common knapweed, hedge 
bedstraw, wild strawberry and marjoram. It is a lot of work 
on our work mornings but worth it and we never know 
what will pop up as every year has been different.  

As soon as Lockdown was lifted we restarted our work 
mornings but with restrictions. Now these have been lifted 
and we are trying to make up for lost time, so if anyone 
wishes to join us you would be very welcome. Recently we 
had a litter pick and while it was successful in the amount 
of litter we collected, it was depressing to find things like 
flat screen TVs dumped in this beautiful place. 



I have written before about the signage on cycling and walking 
that we are working on with the Council. The old signage is often 
in the wrong place with signs that are difficult to see or damaged 
and this has led to confusion. We had hoped they would have been 
installed by now but with Covid, Lockdowns and difficulties at the 
Council this has meant delay after delay. We are nearly there and 
hope to have better news soon. 

I have had many reports of trail bikes that have damaged the 
fragile surface on the top endangering walkers, children and pets. 
I have seen three young males who often roar up and down 
Selsdon Road as well. I think they are local and probably have no 
idea of the damage they are doing. If anyone knows who they are 
perhaps they could have a quiet word with them. 

Sadly I have to report the death of Peter Harris. He was one of our first members, sat 
on our first committee and contributed greatly to the success of the Friends. I would 
like to thank the Harris family for their generosity in directing donations to the 
Friends. It will help us continue to care for and improve Croham Hurst Woods that 
Peter loved so much. 

Paul Sowan also very sadly passed away. He was instrumental in securing the SSSI 
designation for Croham Hurst Woods. His knowledge of Croham Hurst Woods and 
indeed Croydon was unparalleled.  

Croham Hurst Woods is a beautiful place that continues to help residents and walkers 
enjoy nature and being in a green space helps all our mental as well as physical 
health. Thank you to so many who help to care for it and for your time and generosity. 

Notes from the Treasurer (Nick Gill) 
A big thank you to all the 120 members who have paid a subscription for the 2020/2021 
year. Also for the donations received in the memory of Peter Harris one of our original 
members. The new financial year starts in November 2021 and so your annual 
subscriptions are now due. 

Newsletter Delivery (Richard Kellaway) 
We hope to recommence deliveries of the newsletter next Spring but, in the meantime if 
you wish to help with the deliveries please let Richard Kellaway know on 020 8657 4672 
or at rekellaway@blueyonder.co.uk  

Website (Ann Kellaway) www.friendsofcrohamhurstwoods.com 
Any appropriate contributions or photos would be welcome. For instance if anyone has 
thoughts about how visits to the Hurst in the lockdown period has cheered them up that 
would be interesting to our members. Also you can visit our Facebook page for more up-

to-date information at www.facebook.com/thefriendsofcrohamhurstwoods 

Annual General Meeting 2021 
It is proposed to hold this year’s Annual General Meeting by way of a Zoom call. 

The call will take place on Tuesday 9th November 2021 at 7:30pm. Members who wish to 
view the meeting will need to contact Councillor Maria Gatland by no later than Saturday 
6th November to register their intention. A link to the call will be provided by the day of 
the meeting to those who have registered an interest. 
Any questions for the meeting will need to be submitted by no later than Saturday 6th 
November to Councillor Maria Gatland by email or in writing. 



Committee 
Chair Councillor Maria Gatland .........................
Treasurer Nick Gill ...................
Secretary Ann Kellaway ...................
Additional Member David Coups .....

Subscriptions 
Subscriptions are due at the beginning of November and again payment this year may be 
made either by the Bank Faster Payments System or by printing out and completing a 
copy of the Subscription Form from the website. The form can be found in this 
newsletter. 

If you wish to pay by the Bank Faster Payments System please contact Councillor Maria 
Gatland on 020 8407 1327 for details. 

Subscription 
If you wish to subscribe to the Friends of Croham Hurst Woods, please supply the 

following: 
Name 
Address 

Tel. No.  

Subscription enclosed (£10 min), cheques payable to Friends of Croham Hurst Woods 
Send to Councillor Maria Gatland, 33 Whitmead Close, South Croydon CR2 7AS 
Tel. No. 020 8407 1327.  
email: maria.gatland@croydon.gov.uk


