
Friends of Croham Hurst Woods 
We aim to support and promote the preservation of Croham Hurst Woods and its flora and fauna for the enjoyment of the community 
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Chair’s Report (Councillor Maria Gatland) 
The pandemic brought pain and loss to so many of us. It also reminded us of many things we had 
forgotten like the importance of local communities and the power of nature. In the eerie silence of 
the first lockdowns birdsong reminded us there was still hope and along with the spring blossoms 
and unfurling leaves that life goes on. Our parks, woods and green spaces provided solace for many 
of us providing the physical and mental benefits we needed. Croham Hurst Woods was packed with 
people from early morning till late in the evening. Some discovered it for the first time despite living 
nearby for years. While inevitably with so many people using it led to some complaints I believe the 
benefits for the majority outweighed the problems. Thinking back now it seems like a dream when I 
walk through the quiet green oasis on my daily walks. Croham Hurst Woods survived the pandemic 
just as it survived world wars and the cycle of nature continues as always. 

During the lockdowns and restrictions the Friends made the decision to keep our members 
informed by posting the newsletter. I am so pleased we have taken the decision to return to 
delivering our newsletter to the wider community. I would like to thank our deliverers and all the 
committee for their help on this. It is important for us to inform and engage our local community 
and gain more members. Like many groups and charities we have lost members during the last few 
years. Without our members we would not have been able fund so many projects from our 
Information Boards, restoration of the historic view on the top of the Hurst, the meadow shown on 
old maps, the removal of invasive holly, benches, clearance of the bank on Upper Selsdon Road and 
many more. 

Despite removing only one-sixth of the holly in the Hurst the impact has been dramatic. With light 
and warmth penetrating the woodland floor it has been a joy this year to see the increasing swathes 
of wood anemones gleaming in the Hurst and its remarkable to see so many more bluebells. I keep 
hoping to see an orchid once growing in the Hurst but none so far but it is heartening to see so 
many oak seedlings pop up. 

Along with another member of the Friends 
committee we continued to work with the 
Council through the pandemic to provide new 
cycling signs throughout the Hurst. The most 
complaints I received related to cycling in the 
Hurst. With groups of over 15 meeting up to 
ride mountain bikes through the Hurst as well 
as large family groups there was clear damage 
to the very fragile surface. The lack of clear 
signage led to unpleasant confrontations and 
in a few cases serious antisocial behaviour and 
one case of frightening violence that involved 
the police. It was obvious to me that that many 
of the old no cycling signs were not fit for 
purpose, not clear and in the wrong place. The 
new signage has helped greatly. There will 
always be a few who ignore the signs but they 
are in the minority. The scheme is not quite 
finished but we are nearly there after a couple 

of years of stop and start. I would like to thank 
Council officers who gave up their time to work 
with us through lockdowns and restrictions. 
The new signage is funded by the Friends 
through the generosity of our members. We 
want everyone to enjoy their experience visiting 
Croham Hurst Woods.  

Work Days (Ian Mitchell) 
We are a group of volunteers who meet at 
10:00am on the last Saturday of each month 
(except August & December) to spend a couple 
of hours working on the Hurst. It is an 
opportunity get some fresh air and work in a 
sociable environment. People walking on the 
Hurst stop for a brief chat as they pass us and it 
feels good to be doing something to help the  
local community as well as conserving an 
important green space.
Our work is focussed on trying to keep paths 
clear and accessible to all, which we do by 
sweeping up leaves and cutting back plants 
such as brambles, holly and new growth on 
various trees and shrubs. 

Keeping the heathland on top of the Hurst clear 
of invasive pants is also important as is picking 
up rubbish. We undertake pruning and cutting 
back using shears, loppers and rakes. 

If you would like to join us please contact Maria 
at maria.gat land@croydon.gov.uk More 
information can also be found on our website 
and on Facebook



I have reported a few minor issues to the Council like holes in the path by Upper Selsdon Road and 
some have now been filled in. I really appreciate residents letting me know if there are problems. It 
is a shame that the railings by the golf course have been vandalised once again in the same place. 
This must be the third time, the first was the most serious as there was an attempt to set fire to 
them as well. A note was left that sadly made no sense. I will contact the Council to see if the 
railings can be repaired. 

While memories of the lockdowns fade for some I hope we can all continue to care for the Hurst in 
the way that many do on a daily basis. Despite being surrounded by residential properties and 
busy roads walking there you can hear owls hooting on early winter mornings or evenings, 
sometimes catch a glimpse of a deer or the flash of a woodpecker as well as admiring some 
wonderful trees. There are stunning green spaces in Croydon but for me Croham Hurst Woods is 
the jewel in the crown. 

I am delighted that this year we will have our Annual General Meeting in person once again on 
Tuesday 15th November 2022. For almost 20 years it has been a great community event and I am 
really looking forward to seeing you all again. 

Notes from the Treasurer (Ian Mitchell) 
A big thank you to all of our supporters whose 
generosity enables us to continue our work on the 
Hurst. Our financial year started in November 2021 
and we have already received over £2100 in 
subscriptions. If you have forgotten to pay your 
subscription or would like to join the Friends we would 
be happy to receive payment now. 

Newsletter Delivery (Richard Kellaway) 
Many thanks indeed to all those who deliver our newsletters. There are current vacancies to deliver 
newsletters in Wisborough Road, Ewhurst Avenue, Days Acre, Southcote Road and Hook Hill and 
other vacancies do occur from time to time. If you are willing to help please contact Richard Kellaway 
on 020 8657 4672 or at rekellaway@blueyonder.co.uk  

Website (Ann Kellaway) www.friendsofcrohamhurstwoods.com 
Please keep an eye on the website for any information regarding work days and also any events we 
may hold. Also you can also visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/thefriendsofcrohamhurstwoods 

Committee 
Chair……… Councillor Maria Gatland 

Treasurer …Ian Mitchell 

Secretary….Ann Kellaway 

Members..…Nick Gill, David Coups

Subscription  

If you wish to subscribe to the Friends of Croham Hurst Woods, please supply the following: 

Name 

Address 

Tel No. 

Subscription enclosed (£10 min), cheques payable to Friends of Croham Hurst Woods 
Send to Councillor Maria Gatland, 33 Whitmead Close, South Croydon CR2 7AS 
Tel. No. 020 8407 1327 email: maria.gatland@croydon.gov.uk 

If you wish to pay using the Banks Faster Payments Service please contact Councillor Maria Gatland


